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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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1. El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoVMail Date . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). 
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The previous final rejection has been vacated. 

The Status of Claims 
Claims 1-7 and 9-11 are pending. 
Claims 1-7 and 9-1 1 have been allowable. 
Claim 8 is canceled. 



Amendment to the Specification 

The following paragraph will be added before the subtitle "BACKGROUND OF THE 
INVENTION" on the page 1 of the specification: 
"Priority Data 

The present application claims the benefit of the following non-provisional application 
filed on January 13, 2003: 60/439,629." 

It is noted that the phrase " DEAV2002/0066 US NP » 

at the top of the specification and the abstract section is to be removed ; 

U.S. Application Numbers "10676715" should be inserted at the top of the specification , 

and the abstract section. 



Examiner's Amendment and Reasons of Allowance 
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I. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with an attorney of record, Mr. Irving Newman on 3/6/06. 



II. The application has been amended as follows: 



In claim 7 , lines 2-3 on page 3 (amendment filed on 12/19/05): 

The phrase " - or one of its variants or mutants-" after "DSM 
14453" has been deleted. 

Claim 8 has been canceled. 

III. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

• The rejection of Claim 1 1 under 35 USC 101 has been 
withdrawn due to the modification of claim 1 1 made in the 
amendment. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/676,71 5 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1625 

• The rejection of claims 4 ,7, and 1 1 under 35 USC 1 12, 
first paragraph has been withdrawn due to the Deposit 
Declaration under 37 CFR 1.801 being filed on 
12/19/2005. 

• The rejection of claims 4 and 7 under 35 USC 112, second 
paragraph has been withdrawn due to the deletion of the 
phrase " one of its variants and/or mutants" in the claims. 

• The closest prior art is Bills et al (GB 2327674 A). 



Bills et al discloses the following compounds below: 




when "a" represents a single bond, Rl is selected from: 



Application/Control Number: 10/676,715 
Art Unit: 1625 



Page 



(1) -OH, and 

(2) -OC(0)-CH3; and 
when V represents a double bond, 

- Ri 'is absent, 

and pharmaceutical^ acceptable salts and esters thereof. 

However, the instant invention differs from the prior art in that the claimed 
compounds do not have any double bond or any substituent on the long alkyl chain 

unlike the prior art compounds which have a OH, "^^(0)-CH3 or a double bond ; 
therefore, there is no anticipation or motivation in the prior art to arrive at the current 
invention. In addition, unless all limitations of the claims are met, there is no prior art 
rejection. See In re Zurko 59 USPQ 2d 1690 (Fed Cir. 1991) and In re Lee, 61 USPQ 
1430 (Fed Cir. 1991). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning the communication after allowance such as sending all 
post-allowance correspondence should be directed to " Box Issue Fee" or faxed directly 
to PUBS at 703-305-8755. This will expedite the process of these papers. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




